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MAY STEVENS
b. 1924 Boston, MA
d. 2019 Santa Fe, NM

Education

1988-89 Postdoctoral Fellow, Bunting Institute, Radcliffe College, Cambridge,
MA

1960 MFA Equivalency, New York City Board of Education

1948 Art Students League, New York, NY

1948 Academie Julian, Paris, France

1946 BFA, Massachusetts College of Art, Boston, MA

Solo Exhibitions

2025 May Stevens: When the Waters Break, RYAN LEE, New York, NY

2023 May Stevens: My Mothers, MassArt Art Museum, Boston, MA

2021 May Stevens: Mysteries, Politics and Seas of Words, SITE Santa Fe, NM

2019 Rosa Luxemburg, Paintings and Works on Paper, 1976-1981, RYAN
LEE, New York, NY

2017 Alice in the Garden, RYAN LEE, New York, NY
Big Daddy Paper Doll, RLWindow, RYAN LEE, New York, NY

2014 May Stevens: Fight the Power, RYAN LEE, New York, NY

2013 May Stevens: Political Pop at ADAA, Park Avenue Armory, New
York, NY

2012 May Stevens: The Big Daddy Series, National Academy of Design,
New York, NY

2011 One Plus or Minus One, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

2010 May Stevens: Crossing Time, I.D.E.A. Space at Colorado College,
Colorado Springs, CO

2008 May Stevens: Paintings and Works on Paper, 1968-1975, Mary Ryan
Gallery, NY

2007 ashes rock snow water: New Paintings and Works on Paper, Mary
Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

2006 Women, Words, and Water: Works on Paper by May Stevens, Rutgers
University, New Brunswick, NJ

2005 The Water Remembers: Paintings and Works on Paper from 1990-

2004, Springfield Museum of Art, Springfield, MO; traveled to
the Minneapolis Institute of Art, MN and the National Museum of
Women in the Arts, Washington, DC
New Works, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

2003 Deep River: New Paintings and Works on Paper, Mary Ryan Gallery,
New York, NY



2001 Headlands Center for the Arts, Sausalito, CA

2000 Rivers and Other Bodies of Water, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

1999 Images of Women: Near and Far, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA

1998 TiceTaceToe, LewAllen Contemporary, Santa Fe, NM

1997 Big Daddy: 1968-1976, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

1996 Ordinary Extraordinary; TiceTaceToe; Her Boats, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY
Sea of Words and Related Works, University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, NM

1994 Existential/Political: Rudolf Baranik and May Stevens, Exit Art, New York, NY

1993 Sea of Words, Colorado University Art Galleries, University of Colorado, Boulder, CO

1991 Herter Gallery, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA

1990 University Art Museum, California State University at Long Beach, CA

1989 The Canal and the Garden, Bunting Institute, Radcliffe College, Cambridge, MA

1988 One Plus or Minus One, New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York, NY
One Plus or Minus One, The Orchard Gallery, Derry, IE

1985 Ordinary/Extraordinary, A Summation 1977-84, University of Maryland, College Park, MD;
travelled to Frederick S. Wight Gallery, University of California, Los Angeles, CA and Boston
University Art Gallery, Boston, MA

1982 Ordinary/Extraordinary, Clark University, Worcester, MA

1981 Lerner-Heller Gallery, New York, NY

1979 Mysteries and Politics, Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster, PA

1978 Three History Paintings, Lerner-Heller Gallery, New York, NY

1977 Pelham von Stoffler Gallery, Houston, TX

1976 New Realist Work, Lerner-Heller Gallery, New York, NY
Drawings and Poems, Queens College, New York, NY

1975 Selections Big Daddy 1968-75, Lerner-Heller Gallery, New York, NY

1974 Women Artist Series Year 4, Douglass College, New Brunswick, NJ
Soho 20, New York, NY
Bienville Gallery, New Orleans, LA

1973 Herbert F. Johnson Museum, Cornell University, Ithaca, NY, from Big Daddy series, catalog
essay by Lawrence Alloway

1971 Terry Dintenfass Gallery, New York, NY

1968 Roko Gallery, New York, NY
Ball State University Museum, Muncie, IN

1963 Freedom Riders: Paintings by May Stevens, Roko Gallery, New York, NY, catalog introduction
by Martin Luther King Jr.

1961 Roland de Aenlle Gallery, New York, NY

1955 Galerie Moderne, New York, NY

1951 Galerie Huit, Paris, France

Group Exhibitions

2025 Feel the Beat: Rhythm, Music and Movement, Georgia Museum of Art, Athens, GA
Moving Targets, Duane Thomas Gallery, New York, NY

2024 A Billion Dollar Dream: The 1964-1965 New York World’s Fair on its 60th Anniversary, Queens
Museum, Queens, NY
Women & Water, Murray Edwards College at the University of Cambridge, Cambridge, UK

2023 Unfinished Business, Newport Art Museum, Newport, RI

Can You See Me Now? Painting the Aging Body, RYAN LEE, New York, NY
It's Pablo-matic: Picasso According to Hannah Gadsby, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY
Art and Activism at Tougaloo College, Oklahoma City Museum of Art, Oklahoma City, OK;



2022

2021

2020

2019

2017

2015

2014

2013

2012

2010
2009

2007

travelled to Figge Art Museum, Davenport, IA

Collection Focus: Lithography, Springfield Art Museum, Springfield, MO

A Space for Dialogue: Constructing the Ideal Soldier, Hood Museum of Art at Dartmouth
College, Hannover, NH

Fifty Years: An Anniversary, Herbert F. Johnson Museum of Art, Ithaca, NY

Collection survey, National Museum of Women in the Arts

Collection survey, Blanton Museum of Art, Austin, TX

Matrix: Prints by Women Artists, 1960-1990, Hudson River Museum, Yonkers, NY

New York: 1962-1964, Jewish Museum, New York, NY

American Stories: Gifts from the Jersey City Museum Collection, Zimmerli Art Museum, New
Brunswick, NJ

Women Painting Women, Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth, Fort Worth, TX

Complex Uncertainties: Artists in Postwar America, Telfair Museums, Savannah, GA

The Weight of the Body: Selections from the Permanent Collection, William Paterson
University, Wayne, NJ

Sweaty Concepts, Williams Museum of Art, Williamstown, MA

Friends and Agitators, Emma Amos, Camille Billops, Vivian Browne and May Stevens, 1965-
1993, RYAN LEE, New York, NY

50th Anniversary Exhibition of Women in the Arts, Ceres Gallery at Rutgers University, New
York, NY

Prints and Protest, 1960-1970, Allentown Art Museum, PA

Making Community: Prints from Brandywine Workshop and Archives, Brodsky Center at
PAFA, and Paulson Fontaine Press, Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, Philadelphia, PA
Post-War Women, Art Students League, New York, NY

Artists Respond: American Art and the Vietnam War, 1965-1975, Smithsonian American Art
Museum, Washington, DC, travelling to the Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN
For America: Painting form the National Academy of Design, New Britain Museum of
American Art, New Britain, CT

From Camelot to Kent State: Pop Art, 1960-1975, Detroit Institute of Arts, Detroit, MI
Women Defining Themselves: The Original Artists of SOHO 20, Rowan University Art Gallery,
Glassboro, NJ

An Incomplete History of Protest: Selections from the Whitney’s Collection, 1940-2017,
curated by David Breslin, Jennie Goldstein, and Rujeko Hockley with David Kiehl and Margaret
Kross, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

American Dream: Pop to the Present, curated by Stephen Coppel, British Museum, London, UK
You Belong Here: Reimagining the Blanton, Blanton Museum of Art, University of Texas,
Austin, TX

America is Hard to See, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

Witness: Art, Activism, and Civil Rights in the 1960s, Brooklyn Museum of Art, Brooklyn, NY
Rabble-Rousers: Art, Dissent, and Social Commentary, The Heckscher Museum of Art,
Huntington, NY

Sinister Pop, The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

We the People, Rauschenberg Foundation, New York, NY

...As Apple Pie, The Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY

New Prints 2010/Spring, Selected by Philip Pearlstein, IPCNY, New York, NY

The Poetic Dialog Project curated by Beth Shadur, Simon Yates Gallery, Chicago, IL; travelled
to Indiana State University, Terre Haute, IN

Reconfiguring the Body in American Art, 1820-2009, National Academy, New York, NY
Claiming Space: Some American Feminist Originators, The Katzen Museum, American



2006

2004

2003

2002

2001

2000

1999

1998
1997

University, Washington, DC

Lost and Found II, Patina Gallery, Santa Fe, NM

Hot Oft the Press: Prints of 2006 from New York Printshops, The Grolier Club, New York, NY
Women, Words and Water, Rutgers University, Douglas Library, New Brunswick, NJ

The Book As Art: Twenty Years of Artists' Books from the National Museum of Women in the
Arts, The National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, DC

How American Women Artists Invented Postmodernism: 1970-1975, Mabel Smith Douglas
Library, Rutgers, State University of New Jersey; traveled to Monmouth Museum, Lincroft, NJ;
Noyes Museum, Oceanville, NJ; Hunterdon Museum of Art, Clinton, NJ; and Morris Museum,
Morristown, NJ

Insight Out, The Center for Contemporary Arts, Santa Fe, NM

Eight Artists Portfolio Premiere, Harwood Museum, Taos, NM

The 179th Annual: An Invitational Exhibition of Contemporary American Art, National
Academy Museum, New York, NY

Censorious, Ceres Gallery, New York, NY

Insomnia: Landscapes of the Night, National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, DC
In the Spirit of Martin: The Living Legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Charles H. Wright
Museum of African American History, Detroit, MI; traveled to Delaware Art Museum,
Wilmington, DE; Missouri Historical Society, St Louis, MO; Brooklyn Museum of Art,
Brooklyn, NY; Brooks Museum of Art, Memphis, TN; and Montgomery Museum of Fine Art,
Montgomery, AL

H20, Houghton House Gallery, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, Geneva, NY; traveled to
Western Gallery, Western Washington University, Bellingham, WA; Elaine L. Jacob Gallery,
Wayne State University, Detroit, MI

Personal and Political: Women Artists of the Eighties, Guild Hall Museum, East Hampton, NY
Text and Textile: Words and Weaving in Contemporary Art, Deutsche Bank, New York, NY

A Century on Paper: Prints by Art Students League Artists 1901-2001, UBS Paine Webber Art
Gallery, New York, NY

Daily Terrors, Santa Fe Art Insitute, Sante Fe, NM

Highlights from the Collection: Social Conflicts in American Art, Jersey City Museum, Jersey
City, NJ

Twentieth Century Reflections and Impressions, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

The End: An Independent Vision of the History of Contemporary Art, EXIT ART, New York, NY
Print Publisher Spotlight, Barbara Karkow Gallery, Boston, MA

Invitational Exhibition of Painting & Sculpture, The American Academy of Arts and Letters,
New York, NY

MUMIA 911: National Day of Art, 1199, New York, NY

Spectrum 1999, Hunter Museum of Art, Chatanooga, TN

Recent Prints, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

Crossing the Threshold, Steinbaum Krauss Gallery, New York, NY; traveled to Tyler Art
Gallery, Oswego, NY; The College of New Jersey Art Gallery, Trenton, NJ; Brevard Museum
of Art and Science, Melbourne, FL; Spencer Museum of Art, Lawrence, KS; Guilford College
Hege Library Art Gallery, Greensboro, NC; University Art Museum, Albany, NY; St. Paul
Companies, St. Paul, MN; Museum of Arts and Sciences, Macon, GA; University of Nebraska
at Omaha, Omaha, NE; Muscarelle Museum of Art, Williamsburg, VA; University of Wyoming
Art Museum, Laramie, WY; McAllen International Museum, McAllen, TX; Walton Art Center,
Joy Pratt Markham Gallery, Fayetteville, AR; The Pennsylvania State University, Univ Park, PA
Fear & Desire, Cline LewAllen Contemporary, Santa Fe, NM

Feminine Image, Nassau County Museum of Art, Roslyn Harbor, NY



1996

1995

1994

1993

1992

1991

1990

1989

1988
1987

1986

1985

Civil Progress: Images of Black America, Mary Ryan Gallery, NY

Consensus and Conflict: The Flag in American Art, Whitney Museum of American Art at
Champion, Stamford, CT

Mary H. Dana Women Artists Series 25th Year Retrospective, Mason Gross School of the Arts
Galleries, New Brunswick, NJ

Sniper’s Nest: Art That Has Lived with Lucy R. Lippard, Center for Curatorial Studies, Bard
College, Annandale-on-Hudson, NY; Museum of Fine Arts, Santa Fe, NM

Voices of Conscience: Then and Now, ACA Galleries, New York, NY

Elementum, Mary Ryan Gallery, New York, NY

Artists of the MacDowell Colony, Krasdale Gallery, White Plains, NY

Honoring Vivian E. Browne, Adobe Krow Archives, Bakersfield, CA

Generations, Gwenda Jay Gallery, Chicago, IL

Handprints & Notations, Lizardi/Harp Gallery, Los Angeles, CA

Temporarily Possessed: The Semi-Permanent Collection, The New Museum of Contemporary
Art, New York, NY

Death Penalty-Loss of Conscience, Visual Arts Gallery, SUNY, Purchase, NY

ACA Galleries, New York, NY

Voicing Today’s Visions: Articulate, Mary Delahoyd Gallery, New York, NY
Existential/Political: Rudolf Baranik and May Stevens, Exit Art Gallery, New York, NY

Social Violence, Kutztown University, Kutztown, PA

Return of the Cadavre Equis, The Drawing Center, New York, NY

Establishing the Legacy, National Museum of Women in the Arts, Washington, DC

This is My Body, This is My Blood, Herter Gallery, University of Massachusetts, Amherst, MA
Recent Acquisitions: Selections from the Permanent Collection, DeCordova Museum, Lincoln, MA
Paintings from the Permanent Collection, Museum School, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, MA
Designing Women, Rutgers University, Mason Gross School of the Arts, New Brunswick, NJ
Crossings: A Collaboration between Civia Rosenberg and May Stevens, DeCordova Museum,
Lincoln, MA

History: Truth or Consequences, San Francisco State University Art Gallery, San Francisco, CA
Show of Strength, Ann Plumb Gallery, New York, NY

Contemporary Women: Works on Paper, Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh, PA

Rudolf Baranik and May Stevens, Angels Gate, San Pedro, CA

With a Message, Women’s Studio Workshop, Rosendale, New York, NY

Art and the Law, American Association of Law Libraries and the American Bar Association,
Minneapolis, MN and Chicago, IL

Women’s Caucus for Art, Newark Museum, Newark, NJ

Concrete Utopias, Kunsthalle, Diisseldorf, Germany

Mothers of Invention, Hobart and William Smith Colleges, New York, NY

Lines of Vision: Drawings by Contemporary Women, Blum-Helman Gallery, New York, NY;
traveled by United States Information Agency

As Seen by Both Sides, Indochina Arts Project, traveled to the United States and Vietnam
Decade of the Eighties, Western Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC

Abstraction as Landscape, Gallery Urban, New York, NY

A Different War: Vietnam in Art, Whatcom Museum, Bellingham, WA

Committed to Print, 1960 to Present, Museum of Modern Art, New York, NY

Artists’ Mothers: Portraits and Homages, Heckscher Museum, Huntington, NY; traveled to
National Portrait Museum, Washington, DC

Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht: Revolution, Remembrance, Representation, Pentonville
Gallery, London, UK

Latitudes of Time, City Gallery, New York, NY



American Women in Art: Works on Paper, United Nations International Conference on
Women, Nairobi, Kenya, Africa

1984 Tradition and Conflict, 1963-1973, Studio Museum in Harlem, New York, NY
1983 Portraits on a Human Scale, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY
1982 Art Couples 1: May Stevens and Rudolf Baranik, P.S. 1, New York, NY
1981 Artists by Artists, Whitney Museum of American Art, New York, NY
1980 Issue: Social Strategies by Women Artists, Institute of Contemporary Art, London, UK
1978 Painting and Sculpture Today, Indianapolis Museum of Art, Indianapolis, IN
New York Now, Wordworks, San Jose, CA
1977 Dotty Attie/May Stevens Drawings, Manhattanville College, Purchase, NY

Strong Works (including Bartlett, Kozloft, Steir), Artemisia Gallery, Chicago, IL
Ten Years Ten Downtown, P.S. 1, New York, NY

Ten Years Ten Downtown Documentation, 112 Green Street, New York, NY
Consciousness and Content, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY

1976 An American Symbol, Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN

1975 Sons and Others: Women Artists See Men, Queens Museum, New York, NY

1973 Women Choose Women Exhibition, Women in the Arts Foundation, New York, NY
1972 Eighteenth National Print Exhibition, Brooklyn Museum, Brooklyn, NY

1971 The Permanent Collection: Women Artists, Whitney Museum of American Art, NY
1970 Ten Downtown Loft Exhibition, New York, NY

Paintings Eligible for Purchase under the Childe Hassam Fund, American Academy of
Arts and Letters, New York, NY
Women Artists from the Permanent Collection, Whitney Museum of American Art, New

York, NY
1966 The Peace Tower, Los Angeles, CA
1965 65 Self-Portraits, Visual Arts Gallery, New York, NY
1964 159th Annual Exhibition, Pennsylvania Academy, Philadelphia, PA
1957 May Stevens, ACA Gallery, New York, NY
1951 Salon De Jeunes Peintres, Paris, France

Salon D’Autumne, Paris, France
Salon De Femmes Peintres, Paris, France
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